
'Extras' weigh down 
students going home 
By Gene Swift 

As the end of the year rolls 
aroond, students at Middlebury in-
evitably encounter various difficul-
ties which extendbeydnd the simple 
realm of "How am 1 ever going to 
get all this work done in two 
weeks?" 

Those fortunate enough to have 
their own vehicles hoe have prob-
ably forgotten what it was like back 
in September to lug all those "pre-
cious necessities" of college life 
from die streets and parking lots to 
their rooms. 

The students without their own 
transportation have the additional 
problem of guilt — the guilt con-
nected with making those patents, 
siblings, aunts, uncles en friends 
who helped load in," carry die 
same stuff back out again. 

Of course, there is always the 
complication of "added baggage": 
The "must haves" and "great deals" 
acquired from the numerous local 
shops and pesky mail-order com-
panies. 

If one is the particularly studi-
ous type, there are all the books 
from three semesters of classes ; if a 
student has spenta semester abroad, 
there are souvenirs and mementos 
from foreign lands far too precious 
to leave behind at the end of finals. 

All in all, even the most diet-
conscious student can gain almost a 
hundred pounds in the 9-course 
meal Middlebury calls the "aca-
demic year." This can pose a prob-
lem to any .and all with hopes of 
making it home, wherever that may 
be, with all of their possessions 
intact. 

There are several standard solu-
tions to this problem. With coop-
erative family support, cargo trips 
can be made before finals actually 
strike, providing a chance to scale 
down die contents of the average 
dorm room. The problem with this 

plan becomes clear when deciding 
what possessions are essential for 
the last weeks of school; many "ex-
tras" become invaluable in dealing 
with early-May stress. 

There is always the option of 
storage, unless, of course, one is a 
graduating senior, in which case 
leaving anything behind in a modi-
fied Middlebury bam could make 
commencementseemonlypartially 
achieved. 

For those students not graduat-
ing, storage facilities around 
Middlebury provide an excellent 
way to keep those "college items" 
(rugs, carpets, microwaves, furni-
ture, fridges, futons and frames, 
etc.)at college,especiallyifagroup 
of students go in on the rental-ven-
ture together. When only one key is 
handed over, however, the problem 
becomes determining which indi-
vidual is the most responsible of the 
bunch — the student who will be 
least likely to leave the key behind 
come September. 

Shipping is always a possibility, 
but any student not from the North-
east, who has had any experience 
with the Middlebury Post Office, 
McCullough mailroom or the infa-
mous "White Metal Building" near 
Stewart will surely be quick to tell 
the bittersweet tale of "the day I 
shipped my stuff." One cannot 
change the laws of physics, and 
simply put, stuff plus more stuff 
equals a sum-total more .massive 
amount of stuff. And mass, as most 
know without reference tables, is 
expensive when carried by the pro-
fessionals. 

There me a few little-known al-
ternative methods for lightening the 
end of the year load of such stuff, 
which may prove useful knowledge 
for those about to cope with "get-
ting rid of it all." 

1) Garage sale: Go to the book-
store and purchase a mess of little 
white tags, then mark everything 
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Students usually accumulate a wide variety of "extras" which prove difficult to transport home. 

extraneous with a random price you 
feel is worthy. By the time you've 
dumped your excess baggage into 
the laps of your friends, you will 
have enough spare cash to at least 
buyabeerandforgetaboutall those 
things your friends will probably 
just throw out when they pack up 
for home. 

2) Give always: Let's face it. 
Students at Middlebury, on the av-
erage, have far too much of every-
thing while there are many who 
would really like/needa little more. 
Go to the library, browse through 
some Marx/Engels, and then just 
start equally-distributing the wealth. 
Start with the truly needy and the 
truly needed; give the extra pairs of 
jeans away, the unwanted beer tees, 
and last year's Polar Fleece to those 
who can't afford L.L. Bean ordorm-
wandering peddlers. Then, give 
away those questionably-acquired 
neon beer signs to your envious 
neighbors and let them deal with 
the questions. 

3) Raffle: Sell tickets and use 
those old psychology texts as the 
grand prize. Again, the pocket 
money gained from this method 

will undoubtedly prove useful — 
perhaps to help pay the tolls for the 
drive home or the shipment/storage 
costs for those things too good to 
sacrifice. 

4) Abandonment: This is highly 
frowned upon by the employees of 
the Physical Plant, but looked for-
ward to by those students who work 
for Custodial in order to stay in 
their rooms for commencement 

If in packing the car you dis-
cover you can't fit everything, try 
to leave the most truly bizarre pos-
sessions behind. This is an excel-
lent opportunity to get rid of those 
cassettes and CDs you just couldn't 
leave at home, but didn't listen to 
all year long. 

5) Gifts: A variation on "give 
always," the gift option should be 
used strategically to make friends 
and influence people. Go on out, 
buy some wrapping paper, and use 
those practically new possessions 
for your own personal gain. This 
requires some advance planning in 
order to match the perfect gift with 
the perfect recipient, but that's the 
nature of all gift-giving occasions. 

6) Stow-away: This is an oppor-

tunity to get close to those students 
who live close to you. While some-
one from your region is packing his 
or her car, start a casual conversa-
tion (perhaps with a gift, see #3) 
and surreptitiously slip something 
into the back seat. 

Then, once home, you can stop 
by your friend's house and watch as 
he or she tries to explain how your 
possession found its way to his or 
her home. 

7) Cramming: The option cho-
sen by most departing students, 
cramming involves the discovery 
and exploitation of every centime-
ter of a vehicle's free space. Those 
spare-tire compartments beneath 
some trunks' false bottoms are per-
fect for socks, sneakers, bedding 
and other small squashables. Glove 
compartments are good for many 
small things, including gloves. 
Never forget to take advantage of 
the ledge just inside the rear wind-
shield; what's behind you can't usu-
ally hurt you, and when it does, 
there's, generally not much you 
could have done about it anyway, 
so plug up that space, let go of your 
feelings, and "use the Force." 

Lifechance heightens awareness about pro-life movement 
By Elizabeth Del CoUtano 

A few years ago, Dave Upham 
'93 looked mound and realized that 
students against abortion had no 
voice on MkkQebory's predomi-
nantly liberal-minded campus. In 
order to create awareness about the 
pro-life cause, movement, and 
ideas, this enterprising student 

Die group is comprised of 
roughly thirty members, although 
there are only six active members. 

These six do diopr their support 
often by eagerly triring part in the a 
number of demonstrations further-
ing their cause. The more publicity 

ened awareness that expresses their 
views and attitudes on abortion 
honestly. Many find this march to 
be inspiring when they are able to 
form alliances with their support-
ers. 

To underline the importance of 
the march, the protestors picked a 
specific date that would mean some-
thing to the coalition of pro-lifers. 

This particular date is one that 
acts as a symbol for all they dis-
agree with, a symbol which they 
feel clearly disdains thesaciedness 
of life. 

That is why the March for Life 
occurs on or around January 22nd, 
the day when Roe v. Wade was. 

abortion, the better it is for the pro-
life cause. 

Some of the demostrations have 
become a tradition for the group. 
Everv year. Lifechance travels to 
Washington D C. for the March for 

Yet the organization does not 
only take part in national events 

, Tkcy bring their memgc 
" , in a way that 

"LifoChain" — a gathering of pro-
lifers who stand out in the town, 
holding signs that read "Abortion 
kills children!" in order to promote 
their message. They heel that this is 

Wyatt also feels that the 
police can be 
judgmental when it 
comes to their 
organization. 
Whenever there is 
mention of Operation 
Rescue at a clinic, the 
police cars swarm in to 
make arrests. 

• peaceful vet forceful wav to im-
part their messages to all who will 
hear what they have to say 

in Middlebury, 
takes part in 

the group re-
positive (audi as a 

negativity was equally apparent. 
Tonya Eza '96 comments, "One 
guy just leaned out of his car and 
yelled 'Wrong!'" 

Eza affirmed that the group as a 
whole believes that life begins at 
conception, and that abortion there-
fore kills an unborn child. How-
ever, there is dissension within 
Lifechance when the discussion 
biros to die more complicated is-
sues of pregnancy from rape and 

Éza notes that these issues are 
"tough ones to call," and that in the 
aforementioned cases abortion 
would be a viable option. Her 
Lifechance colleague, Sarah Wyatt 
'95, disagrees. 

Wyatt maintains thatalife is still 
a life, saying that "it's still not right 
to kill the baby. "She does acknowl-
edgg thé opposing arguments m 
these cases as having validity. 

I lope ver, » also believes that 
if she were to go along with their 
line of thought then she would he 

up from passers-by), but contradicting hcroriginal statement 

that life begins at conception, and 
that taking that life would be mor-
ally wrong, regardless of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the preg-
nancy. 

There is also dissention within 
Lifechance when it deals with the 
issue of groups such as the highly-
pubiicized "Operation Rescue." 

Eza does not agree with the 
group, known best for its radical 
methods of dealing with abortion 
clinics and the women who wish to 
enter them. 

Eza states "They haven'tdone a 
whole lot politically, if that is one 
of their goads. For example, when 
George Bush was president, there 
was a ban on medical research done 
on aborted fetuses. Clinton has re-
versed that Has Operation Rescue 
been able to do anything?" 

Eza bebeves that they bring "bad 
publicity to the cause" which does 
notttmg to advance tne apwia or 
mote peaceful pro-lifers. 

Once again, Wyatt is is opposi-
(continued m page 16) 
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A&W receives high praise for service a 

for a banana split,and $ 1.85 for the 
large root beer float. Finally, if you 
are a big fan of root beer, yon can 
get it straight from the tap. Prices 
start from $ 1.50 a quart, up to $3.75 
for a gallon. 

I have to heartily recommend a 
trip to A&W. You may not particu-
larly care for the greasy fare, but 
there are other options that more 
than make a visit worthwhile. 

If you do decide to go, do me a 
favor and don't steal the mugs. If 
you really, want one,buyitand.save 
the owners some grief. 

Finally, if you want the food hut 
can't wait for the time it takes for 
them to make it, call ahead and 
they'll have it waiting foryou when 
you arrive. 

Overall, A&W is the perfect out-
ing for any day, any time. It is truly 
a treat to experience the fantastic 
service and great food. 

Lifechance heightens 
pro-life awareness 
(continued from page 15) rests. 
tion. She had personally taken part When the situation is reversed, 
in Operation Rescue demonstrations however, die reactions are differ-
in Philadelphia, and said that vio- ent. Wyatt angrily explained, "The 
ience was not on the agenda for the pro-lifers were holding a prayer 
group. meetinginsideachurch,andagroup 

She talks about her experience, ofpro-choicers began blocking the 
saying "We just stood there, sing- doors, not letting anybody inside, 
ing and saying prayers. It was actu- The police were informed, but they 
ally the Pro-Choice Escorts who never showed up. They never 
were violent, and verbally abusive came." 
towards us." Wyatt'sangerreflects the heated 

The Pro-Choice Escorts are natureoftheissueofabortion,which 
groups of pro-choicers that help has forced even the traditionally 
pregnant women enter abortion clin- apathetic to take passionate sides, 
ics when the doors are being blocked Lifechance has often heard from 
by groups such as Operation Res- the "other side" of their cause at 
cue, Middlebury. 

Wyatt admitted that the group Eza reports that many posters 
that she was with was indeed block- that Lifechance put up to increase 
ing thedoors toone particular clinic, awareness of their cause were ripped 
She then commented "That's when down, or defaced, 
the escorts would get violent." She responds, "I know this is a 
g Wyatt also feels that the police liberal pro-choice campus. But 
canbejudgmentalwhenitcoinesto there is a lot of intolerance that 
(heir organisation. causes juvenile behavior. Instead 

Whenever there is mention of ofde facing our posters, they should 
Operation Rescue at a clinic, the just put up their own, explaining 
police cars swam in to make ar- what their position is and why." 
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